
7 HABITS OF HIGHLY SUCCESSFUL DOG OWNERS 

 
1. Training 
 
All great dog owners spend some time training their dogs. Training is the best way 
to communicate with your dog. Your dog has no idea that they are not supposed to 
pull on a leash, not to jump on guests, or they are expected to come back when you 
call them. 
 
2. Exercise 
 
Our dogs spend a lot of time waiting around for us. We go off to work, we are busy, 
we have appointments to keep, and our dogs are just hanging out waiting for us to 
do something with them. Dogs are extremely social and want to interact with us. 
Every dog needs two forms of exercise - mental and physical. 
 
3. Good Food 
 
Not all dog foods are created equal. Feeding your dog a good diet is very important. 
Look at some of the labels on the dog food you choose. Some of them are loaded 
with chemicals, dyes, sugar, corn, by-products and other low-grade products. Food 
can have an enormous impact on behavior. Think of how you feel after eating a big 
cheeseburger compared to a fresh garden salad. A poor diet can result in bad 
behavior and poor health. 
 
4. Leadership 
 
Dogs are social pack animals. In order for that pack to survive, they need to develop 
a social structure with a leader. When your dog comes into the house, you need to 
teach them how to adjust to your lifestyle not the other way around. By becoming 
the pack leader, your dog will know where they fit in. Being the leader does not 
mean you need to be forceful, it simply means that you need to control the activities 
that are important to your dog, such as sleeping, eating, playing, and social contact. 
Having your dog work for each of these activities will really help you succeed in 
training your dog and build a stronger relationship. 
 
5. Play 
 
Dogs live to play. Ever watch a group of puppies together? It is one of my favorite 
things to do. A group of puppies will jump, run, tug, and have a great time together. 
Playing with your dog is a great way to exercise and bond with your dog. It will also 
fulfill an important need for your dog. 
 



6. Management 
 
Good management skills are crucial when it comes to your companion. When a dog 
is young, they usually get into a lot of trouble by chewing, stealing, jumping, etc. The 
owner, as the leader and teacher, needs to manage the dog's behavior when they are 
young. As the dog gets older and learns how to live with you, you will not need to 
manage as much. 
 
7. Patience 
 
Some of the best dog owners I know are the ones who are patient. Having a dog, 
especially a young one, can be very trying.  

 
Follow these steps and you will be a highly effective dog owner! 


