


Extraordinary Family Retreat – A Sportsman’s Paradise 
 
Entertain family and friends on this spectacular 230 acre sprawling property surrounded by the Seaton Creek and Timucuan 
Preserve. The custom lodge home is complete with grand finishes and chef ’s kitchen. Watch the sunrise and sunset over a 
private pond. Private 2,000 square foot guest house and 2 oversized garages are included with property. 
$3,995,000 

Epping Forest
Vacation at Home   

Relax in the dramatic outdoor area 
featuring a glamorous pool and spa. 
Entertain guests in the billiard room 

complete with a wet bar. Get cozy 
around the multiple fireplaces. 

5 Bedrooms/5.5 Baths/5,539  sq ft
$1,390,000

SAN MARCO
Rare Lakefront Opportunity 
Dramatic entrance features floor to 

ceiling windows and showcases views 
of gorgeous Lake Marco. New dock 

with boat lift and access to the St. Johns 
River.

4 Bedrooms/3.5 Baths/6,174 sq ft
$1,750,000

SAN MARCO 
Historic San Marco Treasure 
Spectacular home in prime location 

walking distance to great shopping and 
restaurants. Historic architectural dream 

home blended with modern touches. 
Features high ceilings and spacious 

rooms.

5 bedrooms/4.5 baths/5,482 sq ft 
$989,000

Neptune Beach
Steps from the ocean 

Beautifully designed home in charming 
Neptune Beach features pool, brand new 
cedar shake exterior and new windows 

and doors.   

4 bedrooms/2 baths/2,220 sq ft
 $915,000

MLS# 855903 MLS#796344MLS# 839551 MLS#838811

MLS#854078



RJW Media Brands develops and publishes several  specialty 
magazines, periodicals and books.
For advertising information or to receive a complimentary 
subscription in digital form or by mail kindly contact our local 
management at 904-404-7857 
or visit www.creativedevelopmentworks.com
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With the mails awash in 
holiday cards depicting kit-
tens in Christmas stockings 
and puppies popping out 
of festively wrapped pack-
ages, its little wonder people 
seize on pets as the “perfect 
holiday gift” for their loved 
ones, but before purchas-
ing a wiggling bundle of fur, 
feathers or fins, individuals 

should stop to consider if giving a living being during the 
chaos of the holiday season is the ultimate gift or the ultimate 
nightmare.

The acquisition of an animal companion should be thought 
out carefully. Unless you play an integral role within the fam-
ily, you wont know what kind of animal would fit in best. A 
family meeting should be held so that all members can openly 
express their likes and dislikes regarding pets. In addition, 
discussing who will to take on what chores ahead of time will 
make things easier in the long run.

Research on proper care and necessary equipment can be 
done at a local library or via the Internet. What may have 
initially sounded ideal a parrot for instance may be scaled 
back to an animal such as a cockatiel or budgie that is less ex-
pensive to maintain and/or less demanding to keep. Puppies 
and kittens are always adorable, but an older animal might 

Animals as 
Holiday Gifts

JACQUE LYNN SCHULTZ, ASPCA DIRECTOR OF SPECIAL PROJECTS

be easier to incorporate into a busy household in which both 
adults work.

On a more philosophical level, should a living creature ever be 
given as a gift? Does it belittle the animal, reducing him or her 
to a mere possession like a doll or puppet that can be bought 
and sold, and passed on from one individual to another as 
a token of their consideration or affection? Shelters, rescuers 
and even some breeders refer to placing animals in homes as 
adopting them out. The adoptee becomes a member of the 
family, rather than a possession obtained through the recep-
tion of a gift.
If the first two concerns have not dissuaded you, I might sug-
gest that you rethink your timing.

Introducing a new animal into a household during the tumul-
tuous holiday season is an invitation for trouble. Homes are 
bedecked with poisonous plants, lit candles and fragile deco-
rations, all of which are decidedly not pet-friendly. In addi-
tion, routines are set aside in favor of rounds of parties, visit-
ing relatives and vacations.

Is there really time for housebreaking a new puppy or con-
ducting the water tests necessary to set up a new aquarium? 
In most households, the answer would be a resounding “no.”
If you truly have your heart set on sharing the gift of love and 
laughter a companion animal can provide this holiday sea-
son, discuss the idea beforehand with all adults involved. If 
they agree that your gift would be welcome and well cared for, 
wrap up a stand-in for the live animal in the form of a plush 
toy or specialized pet care book attached to an IOU to place 
under the tree. Once the holiday craziness is over, you can 
then escort the family to the shelter to select their new best 
friend.
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Many people use canned food as a treat or top dressing in 
addition to their pets’ dry meals. Whether you have a cat or 
a dog most can’t resist the appealing smell and soft texture 
of canned food. 

As a nutritionist I had to ask:  Is there a nutritional benefit 
to feeding canned?

There absolutely can be!  Let’s look at what canned food has 
to offer:

1. Moisture content – canned food generally has a moisture 
content greater than 70%. 

What is the benefit of this high moisture content for your 
pet? 

MORE WATER! 

If your pet is predisposed to lower urinary tract issues such 
as crystals and stones, or if you have concerns that your pet 
isn’t drinking enough water to maintain healthy hydration, 
adding canned food to their eating regime increases water 
intake.  Water is essential to life and maintaining hydration 
can help ensure proper bodily functions.

2. Calorie dilution – the higher moisture content means low-
er calories compared to the dry kibble equivalent. 

When would this benefit a cat or dog?  During weight loss.  
You can feed a larger volume of canned compared to dry 

while actually reducing the calories consumed.  The in-
creased water content will help increase the feeling of full-
ness during a meal and aid digestion.

3. Soft Texture – the soft texture of canned food helps during 
times of oral sensitivity.  Oral sensitivity can occur during 
teething as a puppy, or in aging pets when teeth, gums, and 
jaws become more sensitive, or during recovery from facial 
trauma.

So now that you have read some of the awesome benefits 
of canned food you might wonder: Does it have to be ALL 
canned or ALL dry??

Absolutely NOT!

Feeding a combination of dry and canned food can provide 
the benefits of both.  The best way to achieve an appropriate 
balance of wet:dry is to start by determining the dry food 
equivalents of the canned food.  For example, let’s say the 
calories in one can of wet food equals the calories in one cup 
of dry food.  If you wanted to feed a diet of 1:1 and have been 
feeding a cup of dry food per day the equivalent including 
canned would be ½ a can and ½ a cup of dry. 

Make sure you choose a canned food that compliments the 
dry food you are feeding.  If the label on the canned food 
does not contain the dry equivalents check the brand web-
site or call the consumer care line.  This way you can be sure 
your pet is receiving ALL of the nutrients they need in the 
right amounts.

Is Canned Food Just a Treat?
By : Laura Western, MSc
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Female and male cats can get FLUTD, and it often occurs in 
cats that are overweight, unfit, or who eat dry food. Stress, a 
multi-cat household, and sudden changes can all raise a cat’s 
risk of FLUTD, and treatment depends on the type of FLUTD 
your cat has. FLUTD symptoms include:

• Straining to urinate
• Bloody urine
• Urinating in unusual places
• Crying when urinating
• Licking around the urinary area (often because of pain)
• Depression
• Dehydration
• Lack of appetite
• Vomiting

It’s always an emergency if your cat can’t urinate. Call your 
vet immediately if you suspect your cat has a urinary tract 
problem.

6 Most Common Cat Health Problems

Cats are good at self-maintenance, but even your fastidious 
feline can’t prevent some of the more common cat diseases 
and health issues. To help you care for kitty, here’s a brief 
overview of six of the most common cat health problems.

Vomiting
Vomiting is a very common cat health problem, with causes 
ranging from eating something poisonous or inedible (like 
string), to infection, urinary tract disease, or diabetes.

Symptoms are usually obvious, and include drooling and 
abdominal heaving. Vomiting can quickly leave your cat de-
hydrated, so if kitty continues vomiting or acts ill, call your 
vet right away. And, because it’s hard for a pet owner to tell 
the difference between vomiting and regurgitation, collect a 
sample of your cat’s vomit and take it with you to the vet.

Feline Lower Urinary Tract Diseases (FLUTD)
About 10% of cats brought to the vet have feline lower urinary 
tract disease (FLUTD), which is actually a group of feline dis-
eases with multiple causes.



Fleas
Fleas are a very common external feline health problem, but 
one you can treat easily. Signs your cat has fleas include:

• Flea dirt on their skin (they look like tiny black dots)
• Constant scratching
• Frequent licking
• Red or irritated skin
• Hair loss
• Skin infections or hot spots

Fleas can live for more than a year, and your cat risks anemia 
if the problem becomes serious, so be sure to treat your cat’s 
flea problem and prevent future infestations.

Talk to your vet about which flea control would be best for 
your cat. Treatments include oral medication, powders, 
foams, and topical medication.

Tapeworms
One of the most common feline health problems inside your 
cat, tapeworms live in kitty’s small intestine, sometimes grow-
ing as long as two feet.

Symptoms of a tapeworm infection can be subtle, but may in-
clude vomiting and weight loss. The easiest way to tell if your 
cat has tapeworms is to look at its feces and around its anus. If 
you see small white worms, or what look like grains of rice or 
sesame seeds, your cat likely has tapeworms.

Treatment options include injection or oral medication, but 
because cats almost always get tapeworms as a result of swal-
lowing a flea, be sure to handle any flea problems your cat has 
before tackling tapeworms.

Diarrhea
Many things can cause diarrhea in cats, including hairballs, 
spoiled food, allergies, infection, liver disease, cancer, and 
more.
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Symptoms of diarrhea are loose, watery, or liquid stool. De-
pending on its cause, diarrhea can last for a day, a week, or 
even months.

If your cat has diarrhea, offer kitty plenty of fresh, clean water 
to prevent dehydration, then remove kitty’s food for no more 
than 12-24 hours. Take your cat to the vet if he or she still has 
diarrhea after a day, or immediately if you notice vomiting, 
dark, or bloody stools, fever, lethargy, loss of appetite, or if 
you cat is straining to defecate.

Eye Problems
Eye problems in cats can be caused by a number of things, in-
cluding conjunctivitis, cataracts, glaucoma, trauma, viruses, 
inflammation, and retinal disease.

A few symptoms that may mean your cat has eye problems 
include watery eyes, tear-stained fur, cloudiness, red or white 
eyelid linings, gunk in the corners of the eye, squinting, paw-
ing at the eye, or a visible third eyelid.

Unless you know what’s causing your cat’s eye problems, 
there isn’t much you can do other than wipe away any gunk 
with a damp cotton ball. After that, call your vet.

SOURCES: American Veterinary Medical Association: “Ex-
ternal Parasites,” “What is Feline Lower Urinary Tract Dis-
ease?” 

Humane Society of Memphis & Shelby County: “About 
FLUTD. 

“Veterinary Partner: “Feline Lower Urinary Tract Disease 
(FLUTD).” “Vomiting and Diarrhea.” 

Suevet.com: “Cat Vomiting.” 
ASPCA: “Fleas,” “Worms,” “Diarrhea,” “Top Tips for Keeping 
Kitty’s Eyes Healthy.”
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BarkBox (starts at $29)
Want to be as surprised as your pooch when it comes time to 
open the gift? BarkBox is a monthly subscription service that 
delivers treats, toys, chews and gadgets handpicked to engage 
your pup

MicroChip Pet Feeder ($150)
Live in a home with multiple animals who always try to steal 
each other’s food? It’s not only a pain in the neck, it also can 
lead to weight problems for one or more of your pets. The 
MicroChip Pet Feeder has a lid covering your cat’s food, 
which only opens when the correct pet approaches.

Petzi Treat Cam ($170)
The real world forces us to leave our pets at home for big 
stretches during the day, but that doesn’t mean we have to be 
completely separated from them. While any home-monitor-
ing camera will let you keep an eye on what they’re up to, the 

Petzi Treat Cam lets you watch in 720p high definition, speak 
to them via an embedded speaker, take pictures of them and 
even reward your pet with a treat remotely.

Whistle GPS Pet Tracker ($79)
This small system fits onto your pet’s collar and acts as a GPS 
beacon should they escape. Just press “locate” on your com-
puter or mobile device, and the system will show you where 
your animal companion is exploring, letting you go and fetch 
him or her. The system can also be set up to send you — and 
up to four other people — an alert when your pet escapes.

ThunderShirt (starting at $39)
Got a dog who freaks out when a storm hits? The Thunder-
Shirt isn’t a new product, but it’s one of the most recognized 
for calming down anxious or nervous dogs. Just wrap the 
snug-fitting vest around a dog’s chest and back, attach it with 
Velcro, and skittish dogs start to settle down. It boasts an 80 
percent success rate and comes recommended by many vet-
erinarians. 

Duroque luxury pet bed ($735-$2,145)
Got a lot of money to burn and want to spoil your pet rotten? 
Duroque’s high-end bedding for dogs gives them — or the 
cat, who will likely commandeer it at the first opportunity — 
a fashionable, luxurious place to plop down and take a nap.

 

 

 

 

 

 

10 Great Gifts for Your Pets This Holiday Season
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PetSafe Automatic Cheese Cat Toy ($30)
Cats play best when there’s some element of randomness. 
This toy plays peekaboo with your feline, with two toy mice 
spontaneously popping out of the side of the cheese block for 
10- to 15-minute sessions. And if your cat gets bored (or de-
structive) while you’re away, you can set this to operate when 
you’re not home to distract them. 

Pet Accoustics’ Ultra Calmer ($75)
If you don’t want to dress your pet up when it gets nervous, 
there’s the UltraCalmer. This collar helps animals deal with 
anxiety by playing calming music, which soothes them by 
distracting them from the sounds of thunderstorms or fire-
works or whatever tends to rile them up. It claims quick re-
sults, is water resistant and works for up to three hours on a 
single charge. 

SafePaw Ice Melter (starts at $17)
While it’s unlikely we’ll see a winter as brutal as 2014–15, it’s 
already shaping up to be a doozie in some parts of the coun-
try. Salt-based ice melts can hurt the sensitive pads on your 
pet’s feet, though. SafePaw gets rid of snow and ice, but does 
so using a blend that’s nontoxic and better for your pet’s feet. 
It’s also environmentally safe and non-corrosive to metals - 
and can even be used on plants and shrubs. 

 

 

 

FitPaws Donut Dog Exercise Ball ($50)
Why should you be the only one strengthening your core in 
the house? This ball, meant for small dogs, lets your pup im-
prove their balance and is made of thick PVC to resist tears. 
If your dog gets enough exercise the usual way, it can also 
be used as a tool for rehabilitation if your dog has had some 
recent surgery. 
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1. Fennec Foxes
Fennec foxes are actually 
one of the most popular 
exotic mammals. This is be-
cause they thrive with the 
proper owner, being one of 
the easier exotic animals to 
manage. Unlike other foxes, 
these animals make good 
house pets. Many use a lit-
ter box with varying levels 

of consistency and the droppings are dry, since this desert 
dweller conserves water efficiently.

2. Tamanduas and Two-Toed Sloths
How many people would 
feel threatened by a two-
toed sloth? This is an ani-
mal that an infant can prob-
ably out-crawl. Sloths are 
high-maintenance pets, and 
there’s a lot of misinforma-
tion floating around about 
them. Currently, their cap-
tive-bred populations are 

small and they are (thankfully) unpopular as pets. To properly 
accommodate them, they should have a large room or an avi-
ary with sizable branches and ropes to climb on. But with the 
right owner, the animal’s welfare needs can be met.

3. Bennett’s Wallabies
Unlike kangaroos, walla-
bies are simply too small 
to be any possible threat or 
nuisance to anyone. So why 
should they be banned any-
where? Wallabies are mostly 
outdoor pets, and should be 
kept in a sufficient pen with 
available shelter.

4. Muntjac Deer
Similar to pot-bellied pigs, 
muntjac deer are kept by 
some as house pets and 
they are unique to their 
larger counterparts. Munt-
jac deer reach the size of a 
large house cat, and are re-
ported by their owners to be 
extremely affectionate.

5. Spotted Genets
They are a high energy, ar-
boreal, and nocturnal “cat-
ferret.” They combine many 
qualities of different ani-
mals, as well as possessing a 
few of their own, and make 
a very rewarding pet for the 
right owners who can toler-
ate them.

Owners who like to snuggle and hold their pets for extended 
periods may want to turn owning a genet down—they just 
aren’t mentally built for it. Genets are very skittish and hate 
to be restrained by humans, and the last thing any person 
needs to worry about is their neighbor’s genet attacking them. 
Scratch marks can be expected for the owner who will inter-
act with their pet genet (mine have significantly decreased 
since my genet’s babyhood).

6. African Servals, Savanah Cats, and Other 
Small to Medium-Sized Felines

As the most “intimidating” 
animal on this list, servals 
deserve a spot on this list. 
Why? Not because they 
make excellent pets for av-
erage pet-keeping people 
(they require demanding 
husbandry and caging re-
quirements), but because 
they are so sadly often 

lumped into the same category as tigers, lions, and leopards, 
which results in their unfair banning.
 

Other medium-sized felines:
• Bobcats. In this category, bobcats possess the biggest po-
tential to be dangerous because they actually take large prey 
despite their size. Yet, outside of rabies cases in wild bobcats, 
there are no reported bobcat attacks (this disease makes some 
animals highly aggressive) and are actually said to be the easi-
est of all the medium exotic pet cats.

• Asian leopard cats, ocelots, jungle cats, and Geoffrey cats. 
Asian leopard cats, ocelots, jungle cats, and Geoffrey cats are 
also small cats that will not hunt down neighborhood chil-
dren in the event of an escape. However they do not make 
good, easy pets. The owner would need to be willing to create 
double door entrances to their house, have an outdoor pen for 
the cat, and deal with excessive scent marking via spraying.

• Savannah cats. Savannah cats are domesticated cats mixed 
with serval blood.

10 Exotic Pets that Pose No 
Threat to Public Safety

By Melissa Smith, Pethelpful.com

 

 

 

 

 

 



Pet Journal December 2016 9

7. Bush Babies
Unfortunately, many mon-
keys are purchased on a 
whim by people who be-
lieve they can be treated 
like small people. In the 
end, they have a relatively 
intelligent but highly in-
stinctive and high energy 

animal with retained wild characteristics; hence why primate 
bans are so quickly brought upon counties and states. Bush 
babies should not to be confused with slow lorises, which are 
not readily available in the United States and for the most part, 
cannot be kept as a pet ethically.

8. Capybaras and Patagonian Cavies
Many states or counties 
who exempt rodents from 
their definition of a wild 
or exotic’ animal, thinking 
that this category only cov-
ers hamster-sized mammals 
may be interested in know-
ing what animals qualify for 
that definition.

• Capybaras. Capybaras are the world’s largest rodent, clock-
ing in at 150+ pounds. Their size alone would arouse interest 
from the non-exotic pet experienced crowd. However if you 
have a yard with a water source like a pool or deep pond, these 
massive semi-aquatic rodents can potentially be an enjoyable 
pet that clearly are of no danger to those uninvolved with this 
animal’s care.

• Patagonian cavies. Patagonian cavies are smaller, more ter-
restrial versions of the animals (both are closely related to 
guinea pigs) who require some room to roam, and are obvi-
ously not dangerous as well.

9. Kinkajous
This normally secretive ar-
boreal mammal is from the 
raccoon family. Kinkajous 
require a spacious cage and 
need an outlet for their en-
ergy at night. Consistent 
handling will make them 
wonderful pets for true ex-
otic animal lovers, and they 
are relatively popular in 
terms of exotic mammals. 

10. Boa Constrictors
Somehow, this animal has 
received a reputation as be-
ing hazardous to the same 
level of the two larger spe-
cies that are responsible for 
the most deaths: the Bur-
mese python and the retic-
ulated python (death rates 

from these animals however, are still quite low.)
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Pet Advice 
Corner

Firstly, you should quantify if your 
dog is actually drinking an excessive 
amount of water. In a 24 hour period, 
a dog should drink about 1 fluid ounce 
(or 30mL) per pound of body weight. 
Therefore, the recommended amount 
of water intake (in fluid ounces) equals 
your dog’s weight (in pounds). For ex-
ample, if your dog weighs 8 pounds, he/
she should drink about a cup of water 
in a 1 hour period. This will be slightly 
increased if your dog gets a lot of physi-
cal activity or lives outdoors. 

You can measure your dog’s water in-
take the following way: in the morning, 
measure a specific amount, a little bit 
more than you think he/she will drink. 
24 hours later, measure the remaining 
amount. If the amount of water your 
dog drank is significantly greater than 
it should be, then you should take your 
dog to a veterinarian.

Causes for mildly increased water con-
sumption include: food changes, in-
creased ambient and body temperature, 
increased activity, urinary tract infec-
tion, and general illness.

Common causes for greatly increased 
water consumption include: diabetes, 
urinary tract infection, kidney disease, 
steroid use, and other systemic diseases. 

With large increases in water consumption, 
you will also usually see increased urina-
tion. Please take note of urinary patterns 
to discuss with your vet. Greatly increased 
drinking and urination is ALWAYS a rea-
son to see a vet.

My cat is very lethargic lately, is 
this normal?
Claudia Fioravanti

Lethargy in cats can be secondary to a 
number of conditions, some more serious 
than others. Some of these conditions in-
clude anemia, certain medications, viral 
infections, constipation, acute or chronic 
kidney disease, Addison’s disease, and even 
cancer.

Due to the wide range of conditions that 
can have lethargy as clinical sign, it is ad-
visable that you consult your vet to have 
your cat’s condition diagnosed and treated 
as soon as possible.

My dog seems to be in pain when 
urinating. Why and what should I 
do?
Claudia Fioravanti

Painful or difficult urination is indicated 
with the medical term of dysuria. A pain-
ful urination is normally accompanied 
by other symptoms such as hesitancy, or 

straining, prior to, during or after 
urination.

The above symptoms together with 
an increase of frequency of urina-
tion, (pollakiuria), are clinical signs 
indicating to the bladder or the ure-
thra ( the duct that conveys the urine 
from the bladder out of the body).

The most common cause of dysuria 
in dogs is bacterial cystitis. On the 
other hand bacterial cystitis is un-
usual in cats and occurs only in cats 
that seem to have a reduced ability to 
resist infection.

Other causes of dysuria include: 
presence of stones or crystals, tu-
mours, conditions affecting the 
reflex of urination, anatomical ab-
normalities, obstruction caused by 
other structures compressing the 
urinary tract and a minority of other 
uncommon causes.

If your pet shows difficulty or pain 
when urinating, he should be exam-
ined by a vet ASAP, to establish pos-
sible causes and set up a diagnostic 
and treatment plan.

Is it safe to give Tylenol to my 
pet?
Jessica Desrosiers

Do not give your pet any pain medi-
cations such as Tylenol or Advil un-
less specifically instructed by your 
vet. These medications can be very 
harmful to pets and can cause ulcer-
ation of the stomach as well as organ 
failure. 

If your pet is experiencing pain, 
your vet can recommend a safer 
pet-friendly medication to help ease 
pain. If you are in an emergency 
situation where your pet needs pain 
relief fast, it is best to contact your 
vet or an emergency clinic in your 
area for further help.

My dog drinks a lot of water, should I worry?
Dr. Kristen, DVM
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A yellow lab named Rocky is being hailed as a hero for lead-
ing his owner to safety after he suffered heart problems while 
hiking in a remote California canyon.

The Lassen County Animal Shelter took in an abused dog af-
ter spending days trying to catch him. Rocky had been hang-
ing around the shelter, but the timid stray would not let any-
one approach him. When he was finally captured, shelter staff 
found that he was riddled with buckshot. Someone had shot 
Rocky and left him for dead.

Scarred by the experience, the frightened dog was not a good 
candidate for adoption, so as a last resort, the shelter enrolled 
him in a remarkable program that pairs prison inmates with 
homeless dogs to help both build confidence. Rocky’s partici-
pation in Pups on Parole program was life changing: the tim-
id dog came to the program frightened and unsure of himself, 
and emerged confident and relaxed.

Humane Society employee Mary Morphis said Rocky would 
have been euthanized were it not for his rehabilitation. “He 
wouldn’t have made it out of that shelter if it he hadn’t been in 
that program,” she said.

The next challenge was finding a home for Rocky. By chance, 
a prison employee heard his story and decided he would be 
the ideal companion for her husband, Floyd.

Dawn Tibbets said her husband Floyd could use the company 
on his frequent rock hunting trips in area canyons, but in 
truth, she fell for Rocky herself.

“I looked at him and he looked at me and he just looked like 
he wanted to go home with me that day,” remembers Dawn, 
“and I just couldn’t leave him.”

So she didn’t. Rocky was adopted and settled into his new 
home perfectly. A month after he was adopted, he and Floyd 
were in a remote canyon hunting for rocks when Floyd suf-
fered heart problems. An irregular heart beat caused him to 
collapse and become disoriented.

“I looked like I had been in a cat fight,” says Floyd. “Lost my 
glasses. Of course, I lost my hat, so I had no protection from 
the sun.”

Tibbets stumbled to his feet and fell, coming to and pass-
ing out repeatedly. Every time he lost consciousness, Rocky 
stayed by his side and licked his hand until he woke.
“That would wake me up and if it didn’t, he’d just lay down 
beside me,” said Floyd.

Frightened and confused, Floyd said he tried to find his way 
back to the car, but ended up heading in the wrong direction. 
Rocky somehow sensed this, and insisted that Floyd follow 
him in the opposite direction.

“The only time he wandered off was when I started going the 
wrong way. He started going the other way and finally I gave 
in to him.”

Rocky carefully guided Floyd back to their car after a long, 
harrowing day in the wilderness. The once frightened dog, re-
lieved from a life if suffering, had proven himself a hero to the 
family who saved him. Dawn Tibbets said adopting Rocky 
was one of the best decisions she’s ever made, and that her 
husband owes his life to the faithful canine.

“I don’t think we would have found him in time,” she said. “I 
don’t think he would have made it.”

Rescued Dog Returns Favor, Saves Owner
Courtesy of lifewithdogs.tv
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We recently asked members of our community to tell us 
what the weirdest thing their cat has ever done is. Here are 
the bizarre results:

1. Submitted by caseykicksrocks.

My one cat, Earl, licks my husband’s armpits while he’s sleep-
ing.

2. Submitted by Chris Roll (Facebook).
I recently found out that my cat, Marv, hates it when I read 
aloud. He starts to look at me pleadingly, paces around, and 
meows insistently. He even climbs on top of the book and 
bites my wrists in protest.

3. Submitted by Catherine Dallaire (Facebook).
My great aunt requested a portrait of Jesus for Christmas 
one year (she’s 87, give her a break). So I found her a nice 
one and leaned it up against a wall in my living room, in-
tending to come back and wrap it later. A while later I hear 
a weird scraping sound. I go in the room and my cat has 
the edge of the picture frame in her mouth and was slowly 
dragging it across the room. I yell, “Hey!” And she dropped 
it and ran like hell.  I still don’t know what she was intending 
to do with it.

4. Submitted by audreyeldera.
My cat licks the hair dryer every morning for 10 minutes.

5. Submitted by ZoeLC.
My cat knew how to press the release disc button on an 
Xbox. I would be playing and she would look dead into my 
eyes and press the button… It’s like she knew I didn’t save 
yet.

6. Submitted by Nicole Christina (Facebook).
I smelled something funny when I was getting ready for 
work one day. I followed the smell to the kitchen, where 
I found that my cat had turned on my gas stove and was 
standing over the burner huffing the fumes. Needless to say, 
I was forced to remove the knobs from my stove, and only 
put them on when I need to use it.

7. Submitted by lesliea4642ed082.
When I’m sleeping my cat likes to wake me up by giving me 
kisses…on the mouth. Which makes sleeping with an open 
mouth a horrible idea — she has a tendency to attack my 
tongue.

8. Submitted by hannahgracer.
My cat would get on the kitchen counter and eat the plastic 
wrap on the loaf bread. Just the plastic, not the actual bread.

9. Submitted by olsonc2010.
My cat hates the French national anthem. If you sing it from 
anywhere in the house he will find you and attack you.

10. Submitted by jenk45e655a19.
My cat loves to steal thumbtacks from corkboards and put 
them in our shoes when we’re not looking.

11. Submitted by Suzanne Brown (Facebook).
My cat really likes the song “I’m Gonna Be” by the Proclaim-
ers. Whenever it comes on, no matter where my cat is, he 
runs up to the stereo and stands with his front paws on top 
of it. I still have no idea why he loves it, but it never fails.

12. Submitted by Katyna Singleton (Facebook).
Scary AF: All three of my cats stare into the fireplace when 
the flue is open and there is no fire. They just sit there and 
stare. Scares me every single time.

13. Submitted by Stephanie Lopez (Facebook).
My cat will only eat if I’m rubbing her hips.

14. Submitted by Talia Everding (Facebook).
Our cat delivers socks — she’ll sneak into our closets, grab a 
ball of socks, and walk down the hall making that “I caught 
something” yowl, and then drop the socks in the middle of 
the floor and walk away.

15. Submitted by mdr14.
My cat brought me two large potatoes in the middle of the 
night from the kitchen counter.

Cats Are The 
Weirdest
By Loryn Brantz / BuzzFeed
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1 The Rainbow Lorikeet
The Rainbow Lorikeet, (Trichoglossus haematodus) is a spe-
cies of Australasian parrot found in Australia, eastern In-
donesia (Maluku and Western New Guinea), Papua New 
Guinea, New Caledonia, the Solomon Islands and Vanuatu. 
In Australia, it is common along the eastern seaboard, from 
Queensland to South Australia and northwest Tasmania. Its 
habitat is rainforest, coastal bush and woodland areas. Several 

taxa traditionally listed as subspecies of the Rainbow Lori-
keet are increasingly treated as separate species. There is little 
to visually distinguish between the sexes, however to a keen 
observer of their coloring and behavior, their dimorphism is 
readily apparent. 

2 The Golden Pheasant
A truly magnificent sight, the Golden or Chinese Pheasant 
is another type of bird that catches the eye with a wonderful 
display of color. These are gamebirds, native to western Chi-
na, although they have been bred in other countries like the 
UK, and are unmistakably lovely with a golden crest, rump 
and bright red body. When showing off to attract a mate, the 
male spreads his deep orange ‘cape,’ which looks just like a 
black and orange fan covering everything except the bright 
yellow eye. It is native to forests in mountainous areas of 
western China, but feral populations have been established 
in the United Kingdom and elsewhere. 

3 The Quetzal
The resplendent quetzal is 
an aptly named bird that 
many consider among the 
world’s most beautiful. 
These vibrantly colored 
animals live in the moun-
tainous, tropical forests of 
Central America where 
they eat fruit, insects, liz-
ards, and other small crea-
tures. Unfortunately, these 
striking birds are threat-
ened in Guatemala and 
elsewhere. 

4 The Hoopoe
 The Hoopoe, a colorful bird 
that is found across Afro-Eur-
asia, is notable for its distinc-
tive ‘crown’ of feathers. It is 
the only extant species in the 
family Upupidae. One insular 
species, the Giant Hoopoe of 
Saint Helena, is extinct, and the 
Madagascar subspecies of the 

Most Amazing 
Exotic Birds 

by Nora Vega
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Hoopoe is sometimes elevated to a full species. Like the Lat-
in name upupa, the English name is an onomatopoetic form 
which imitates the cry of the bird. 

5 The Bali Bird of Paradise
The Birds of Paradise are 
members of the family Para-
disaeidae of the order Pas-
seriformes. The majority 
of species in this family are 
found on the island of New 
Guinea and its satellites, 
with a few species occurring 
in the Moluccas and eastern 
Australia. It’s likely that you 
will only see them on film, 
though, because they mostly 
live in inaccessible, dense 
rainforest habitats.

6 The Atlantic Puffin 
The Atlantic Puffin (Fratercula arctica) is a seabird species in 
the auk family. It is a pelagic bird that feeds primarily by div-
ing for fish, but also eats other sea creatures, such as squid and 
crustaceans. Its most obvious characteristic during the breed-
ing season is its brightly colored bill. Also known as the Com-
mon Puffin, it is the only puffin species which is found in the 
Atlantic Ocean. The curious appearance of the bird, with its 
large colorful bill and its striking piebald plumage, has given 
rise to nicknames such as ‘”clown of the ocean” and “sea roost-
er.” The Atlantic Puffin is the provincial bird for the Canadian 
province of Newfoundland and Labrador.

7 The Lear’s Macaw 
The Lear’s Macaw (Anodorhynchus leari), also known as 
the Indigo Macaw, is a large, all blue Brazilian parrot that is 
a member of a large group of Neotropical parrots known as 
macaws. It was first described by Charles Lucien Bonaparte in 

1856. The Lear’s Macaw is 70–75 cm. (28–30 in.) long and 
weighs around 950 g. (2.1 lb.). It is metallic blue with a faint, 
often barely visible tinge of green, and a yellow patch of skin 
at the base of the heavy, black bill. This macaw is rare with a 
highly restricted range.

8 The Kingfishers
Stork-billed Kingfishers eat mainly fish, using their large 
heavy bills effectively to catch and kill their prey. From their 
perch, usually about 2-4 m. above the water, they will plunge 
into the water. They also eat crabs, insects, frogs, mice, liz-
ards, and birds, along with their eggs. Prey is brought back 
and whacked senseless against the perch.

They usually hunt near freshwater and along coasts and man-
groves, particularly in habitats with suitable perches. Unlike 
the Collared, Stork-billed Kingfishers are rarely found near 
urban areas.

9 The Peacock
Peacocks are large, colorful pheasants (typically blue and 
green) known for their iridescent tails. These tail feathers, 
or coverts, spread out in a distinctive train that is more than 
60 percent of the bird’s total body length and boast color-
ful “eye” markings of blue, gold, red, and other hues. The 
large train is used in mating rituals and courtship displays. It 
can be arched into a magnificent fan that reaches across the 
bird’s back and touches the ground on either side. Females 
are believed to choose their mates according to the size, col-
or, and quality of these outrageous feather trains. 

10 The Northern Cardinal
The male Northern Cardinal may be responsible for getting 
more people to open up a field guide than any other bird. 
They’re a perfect combination of familiarity, conspicuous-
ness, and style: a shade of red you can’t take your eyes off. 
Even the brown females sport a sharp crest and warm red 
accents. Cardinals don’t migrate and they don’t molt into a 
dull plumage, so they’re still breathtaking in winter’s snowy 
backyards. In summer, their sweet whistles are one of the 
first sounds of the morning. 
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Cat Genie
CatGenie.com

Cats are capable of taking care of them-
selves for the most part, minus clean-
ing their litter boxes and getting fed (in 
some cases, however, they know how to 
break into that, too). But what if your 
cat could use a cat-size toilet? Dream no 
more. The Cat Genie, is a full-size cat 
box that looks, and operates, similarly 
to a toilet.

According to the site, Cat Genie is a 
full-size, automatic cat box that uses 
permanent Washable Granules. Unlike 
disposable cat litter, Cat Genie’s Wash-
able Granules never need changing and 
are 100 percent dust-free, biodegrad-
able and septic-safe. The self-cleaning 
product rids itself of liquid and solid 
cat waste without owners ever having to 
handle cat litter again.
The cleaning system will run you ap-
proximately $244 without the cost of 
additional supplies. 

Kittyo
kittyo.com

If leaving your felines alone while you go 
off to work every day makes you sad, Kit-
tyo might be just the thing you need. Cat 
owners can use the device and app to in-
teract with their furry friends even when 
they’re not in the same room.

The device, which retails for $249, al-
lows users to speak to their cats, play with 
them, dispense treats to them and even 
watch what they do while the owners are 
gone. The product works by connecting 
to a smartphone app, which in turn al-
lows you to control the device from any-
where, as long as you’ve got an internet 
connection. You can use the device to 
shine a laser around the room for your 
cat to play with and record videos with 
a few taps on your screen. With Kittyo, 
you don’t have to work from home to play 
with your cat on your lunch break. 

Cuddle Clones
Border Collie Jozie and her Cuddle 
Clone Cuddle Clones

Do you love your pet so much you want 
an exact copy? Although actual cloning 
may not be an option, Cuddle Clones 
solves this problem by making custom 
stuffed animals that look identical to your 
fur baby.

Cuddle Clones creates one-of-a-kind 

plush replicas of your pets, based on 
photos and your chosen customization 
options. You can personalize everything 
from eye color and ear position to pose 
and tail position, so that your stuffed 
animal is as close to the real thing as 
possible. And yes, you can even get one 
that’s true to size. You’re not limited to 
dogs and cats, either; Cuddle Clones will 
replicate horses, turtles, rabbits, ferrets, 
birds, pigs and more.

Cuddle Clones also donates to animal-
related causes, so while you’re getting a 
plush copy of your furry friend, you’re 
also helping Cuddle Clones give back 
and assist animals in need. 

Rent The Chicken
RentTheChicken.com

The thought of having farm-fresh eggs 
at your disposal and an adorable feath-
ered friend to call your own might be 
appealing to some, but not everyone 
is equipped to handle a hen. Rent The 
Chicken gives you the opportunity to see 
exactly what goes into raising chickens 
before you bring one into your home 
permanently. 

So how does it work? According to the 
company’s website, Rent The Chicken 
provides you with everything you need, 

11 Pet Inspired Businesses
Pets are a part of your family. They play with you, sleep in your bed and gleefully greet you 
after you’ve had a long day at work. Many pet owners are on the lookout for items to spoil 
their four-legged friends or that will make their pets’ lives easier. Here are just a few busi-
nesses offering unique products and services for your furry family members.
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including two egg-laying hens, a porta-
ble chicken coop, food and water dishes, 
enough food (with a non-GMO option 
as well) for the length of your rental 
time, and instructions for everything. 
Rental periods are open from May to 
November, which is when chickens lay 
the most eggs.

And, of course, if you absolutely fall in 
love with your chickens, you can adopt 
them for a fee that includes their sup-
plies.

DoodyCalls 
DoodyCalls.com

DoodyCalls says it’s “the nation’s trusted 
leader in pet-waste-removal services for 
homeowners and communities.” That’s 
right — DoodyCalls is the company you 
call to help pick up after your pets. 
Providing dog-pooper-scooper ser-
vices, cat-litter-box cleaning, patio and 
deck deodorizing, and dog-waste-sta-
tion setup and maintenance, Doody-
Calls helps keep your yard and com-
munity waste-free. According to the 
company’s FAQ page, DoodyCalls will 
scoop deer and goose poop, too: “We 
are happy to help keep any kind of poop 
off your lawn or off your community 
common areas.” 

The Pet Loo
 PetSafe.net

Sometimes, you just can’t get outside to 
take your dog for a walk, or can’t make 
it home in time to let your pets out to do 
their business. With The Pet Loo, you 
don’t need to worry; it brings the out-
doors inside, so your dogs can relieve 
themselves without ruining your carpet.
The Pet Loo is a portable, square pet toi-
let that has a layer of synthetic grass to 
resemble the outdoors and drain urine 
into its base. It also contains a remov-
able waste container for easy cleanup. 
According to its website, The Pet Loo is 
ideal for apartments and new puppies, 
and is a more convenient alternative 
to pee pads and midnight bathroom 
breaks. The company also sells clean-
ing products, odor-eliminating cat litter 
and more. 

Doggles 

Protect your pup’s eyes in a very cute 
way with Doggles: goggles for dogs. 
Doggles protect your dog’s eyes from 
foreign objects, wind and UV light, and 
come in two different styles that can fit 
dogs weighing from 3 to 250 lbs. The 
product features foam face-padding, 
shatterproof and anti-fog lenses, and 
adjustable head and chin straps to keep 
the goggles in place. And, of course, 
they’re adorable.  

According to the website, the pup-
friendly eyewear isn’t just for cosmetic 
purposes, but rather actual protection 
of the eyes. And Doggles are vet and vet 
ophthalmologist recommended.

The company also sells backpacks, flota-
tion devices, toys, and other doggie ne-
cessities and accessories, as well as some 
products for cats. 

 

 

 

 

We Rent Goats 
WeRentGoats.com
Want a more environmentally friendly 
way to manicure your lawn? We Rent 
Goats loans herds of goats to people 
who need to clear weeds from fields, 
pastures, embankments, golf courses, 
ravines and more. Herbicides leave be-
hind unwanted chemicals and cost a lot 
of money, and other animals like cows 
and sheep can’t digest most weeds. But 
goats will eat just about anything, mak-
ing them the perfect “green” way to get 
rid of pesky weeds. 

We Rent Goats will come survey your 
property to estimate how much time 
the goat mowing will take, how many 
goats you will need and how much it 
will cost you. From there, the company 
will deliver the goats and everything the 
animals need, including water troughs 
and nutritional supplements. We Rent 
Goats also puts up fencing if necessary 
and will supervise the goats for you. The 
goat minimum is about 100, but accord-
ing to the company’s website, no job is 
too big or too small. 

Wiggles Dog Wigs
WigglesDogWigs.com

Wiggles Dog Wigs is all about making 
your pooch feel pretty. While it’s not en-
tirely obvious why people would want 
wigs for their dogs, rest assured that 

 



Fido to go
FidoToGo.net
Food trucks seem to be the latest restaurant craze, and with Fido to go, your dog can 
join in on the foodie fun. Fido to go is a food truck that offers gourmet (or as they 
call it, “gourmutt”) canine catering for your four-legged friends. Located in Chicago 
and San Diego, the Fido to go food truck serves hand-crafted cookies, ice creams 
and frozen yogurts that are gluten- and allergen-free and made just for pups. 

For those dog owners who like to throw their pooches birthday parties, you’re in 
luck – Fido to go caters doggy parties and will even provide cakes. The company 
even sets up activities for your dogs, including bobbing for hot dogs, paw print art 
and a station for decorating your own “pupcakes.” 

And Fido to go is all about giving back, too. Each month, the food truck designates 
a featured treat and donates 10 percent of the proceeds to a charity.
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Wiggles Dog Wigs provides dog owners 
with only the best in canine hair wear.

According to the website, the business 
was inspired by founder Ruth Regina’s 
niece. “The love of her art and her love 
of animals made an odd and unique 
coupling 20 years ago when [Regina’s] 
niece, Marlana, asked her to make a wig 
for her basset hound.”

Regina makes sure all her dog wigs are 
just as high-quality as the hair products 
she creates for her human customers, 
and has your pup’s comfort level at the 
top of her priority list. 

Rescue Critters
RescueCritters.com

Few people are more important to your 
pet than your veterinarian. The people 
at Rescue Critters make it their mission 
to ensure that the professionals who 
care for your pets are properly trained, 
with their realistic pet “Mannikins.” The 
company also helps pet owners learn 
first aid for their animals, so they can 
react quickly in the event of an accident 
or sudden illness. And according to the 
Rescue Critters website, that’s what in-
spired the business in the first place:

“Rescue Critters was established in 
1998. The inspiration came with the re-
alization that there were no simulators 
available for teaching pet first-aid. This 
idea subsequently led to the develop-
ment of animal training ‘Mannikins’ ca-
tered to the veterinary profession.” 

Now, Rescue Critters also makes prod-
ucts for the military and search-and-
rescue groups, and aims to create a 
“safer and more humane environment 
for people and animals.”

 

 



Pet Journal December 2016 19

Over-the-Top Pet Gadgets
It’s a sad day when you’re jealous of your pet’s lifestyle. I 
mean sure, they get to lounge around all day, but even that 
would get boring after a while. A real problem arises when 
they have cooler toys than you do. The following products 
and gadgets represent the kind of over-the-top frivolity 
many humans only wish they could indulge in.

Puppy Tweets
Don’t have a Twitter account 
yet? If the answer is “no,” I have 
some unsettling news. Even your 
dog beat you to the 21st century. 
That’s right, the Puppy Tweets 
collar analyzes your dog’s move-
ment, then sends one of 500 
pre-loaded messages over Wi-Fi 

to Twitter. For example, if the device believes your dog is 
licking something, it would respond with the tweet, “Guess 
what I’m licking right now.” Dogs these days, huh? With 
their Twitter and their rock music... and they’re always on 
your lawn! $29.97 (Amazon)

Cats Attack Scratching Post
If your cat seems cold and indif-
ferent, that’s because it secretly 
wants to destroy you. In fact, it 
probably dreams of destroying all 
humans Godzilla-style. Perhaps 
you should try and diffuse the 
rage before it bubbles over with 
this Cats Attack scratching post. 

As you can see, it’s shaped like a series of buildings, so Fluffy 
can live out his destructive fantasies. $30 (Giftlab via Nerd 
Approved)

Automatic Tennis Ball Cannon
Only a truly lazy person would spend this much time and 
effort building an automatic tennis ball cannon for their 
wiener dog (or Dachshund for those that insist on the prop-
er name). The device is able to sense when the dog places 
the ball in the chamber, then automatically moves into firing 
position and shoots off the round for fetching. Obviously, 
YouTube user “lamgngo” was thinking about long-term lazi-
ness with this build. 

Litter-Robot
Nobody likes cleaning out a litter 
box, and that’s where owning a 
Litter-Robot really pays off. Once 
your cat exits, the Litter-Robot 
completes a seven-minute count-
down before automatically ro-
tating the sphere and sifting out 
clumps from the litter inside. The 
waste is then deposited in a collec-
tion bin that can be removed and 
easily emptied. Think of it like the 

Death Star with your cat playing the role of Luke. The cat 
flies in and deposits ordnance into a small hole. Then, all of a 
sudden, the whole problem disappears. $349 (Litter-Robot)

Coffee Table Cat Hammock
Let’s face it, you can’t set your 
drink down on a cat. However, 
you can set your drink down on 
a coffee table with a cat. More 
specifically, a coffee table with an 
integrated cat hammock. There’s 

no doubt about it, cats have quite a racket going on. $2,400 
(E&Yvia Nerd Approved)

Remote Pet Feeder
There’s a fine line between loving 
your pets and stalking them — this 
remote pet feeder might cross that 
line. It feeds your pets automati-
cally based on a pre-set schedule, 
which is fine, but it goes a step 
further by allowing you to observe 
your animals eating via the Inter-

net. You can even have pictures of your pets e-mailed to you 
wherever and whenever you choose. $224.21 (Smarthome)

Dog Shower Stall
I have often dreamt of owning a 
shower with multiple nozzles — 
the kind of shower that’s more like 
a spa massage. Unfortunately, that 
kind of bliss is wasted on a dog 
that hates bath time. Nonetheless, 
if you have the means your pooch 
can be tortured in a luxurious way 

with this canine shower stall. It features 16 water-jet nozzles 
and a handheld, adjustable-flow showerhead inside an en-
closed space. $1,250 (Hammacher Schlemmer)
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As we head into another exciting holiday season, here are 
some tips to carry you so that everyone, including the furry 
four-legged ones, are safe and happy.

Boarding vs. Kenneling 
If you will be traveling, a couple of pet care options include 
in-home host boarding or a kenneling.  There are some Pros 
and Cons with each to be considered:

The Pros of in-home host pet boarding include:
• Your pet will be in a home environment.  This is especially 
helpful for pets that are fearful, shy, senior, or pets with spe-
cial needs where it will be a more comfortable environment.

• In-home host pet boarding typically provides more flexible 
hours for pick up and drop off.  

• There is less chance of contracting a viral or bacterial infec-
tion since there will be fewer pets in a host’s home, and the 
host will have more control over bowls being used for water 
and food.

• You have more freedom in finding the scenario you are 
looking for like looking for a host who allows dogs sleeping 
on furniture or who has a backyard for the dog to play in.  
Websites like dogvacay.com and rover.com make it easy to fil-
ter based on your needs. 

• You can write a power of attorney letter listing the host to be 
authorized for veterinarian services up to a dollar amount that 
you set.

• Some hosts may provide a private boarding experience that 
includes just your pet for an extra fee. 

The Cons of in-home host pet boarding include:
• Since fewer pets can be accommodated, slots fill up fast, espe-
cially during holiday season, so the host may not be available 
during your preferred dates.

• Some hosts aren’t home during most of the day, so you aren’t 
guaranteed for things like potty breaks or a trip to a veterinar-
ian if needed.

• An inexperienced host may not know how to properly ad-
minister medication, safely walk your pet, or prevent against 
door bolting and allowing your pet to escape.

• A host can automatically deny any breed.

• An emergency could occur with the host, and may not be 
able to care for your pet while the host is unavailable.

Kennel Pros
• Since kennels have a larger facility, they can take more pets 
than an in-host home can, which can be convenient for busy 

Tips for a Happy Holiday Season with Your Pet
By Laura Miller
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times like holidays or if you need daily day care on a long-
term basis.

• Often times they provide more service options like swim 
sessions, grooming, or onsite veterinarian assistance.

• Most kennels have staff there 24x7

Kennel Cons
• Kennels can have a high turnover of staff, so if your pet has 
bonded with a particular employee, they may not be able to 
bond with them long-term.

• Staff may not have formal pet training.  

• There could be too many pets per staff member, which can 
result in lack of attention, observation of pet’s behavior and 
health, and dangerous situations like pet fights or a pet get-
ting loose and escaping.

• The potential for exposure to diseases is higher.

• Being in a new and unfamiliar environment may cause 
stress to your pet.  

• Most kennels are open during specific times, and are very 
strict about pick up and drop off times.  

Travel
If you decide to fly with your dog, and can’t bring your pet in 
the cabin with you, consider the following:

Temperature - Temperature controls which flights you can 
take and what time of the year you can travel with your pet in 
cargo.  Not all planes have the proper pressurization require-
ments or climate control in the cargo to accommodate pets.
Temperature is also key when it comes to the pet being trans-
ported within the airport or held either at an airport kennel 
or on the tarmac.  Pets are the last to be boarded, so if it’s very 
hot or very cold, that could affect the health of your pet if left 
on the tarmac too long.  

Fit to fly - If your pet is very young, very old or not in good 
health, it’s best to leave the pet at home.  Regarding medica-
tion, most airlines don’t allow sedatives or tranquilizers be-
cause of the drug’s effects at high altitudes are unpredictable 
and may cause serious illness to the animal.  

Breeds - Most airlines have a list of restricted breeds that they 
won’t allow due to either aggression or medical issues.  You 
will want to check the list of breeds the airlines allows prior 
to booking a flight.

Cost - There are a number of different costs to consider in-
cluding a health certificate for your pet from your veterinar-
ian, crates, transportation fees, and kennel services if the pets 
aren’t picked up in time.

Destination - Your destination will determine the regulatory 
procedures, cost, flight restrictions, etc.  If you are flying inter-
nationally, do as much research beforehand as possible.  Talk 
to your veterinarian and the airline for their input.  Whenever 
possible, book non-stop or direct flights to reduce the chance 
that something could go wrong during plane changes.   
Crate - One step you can take to ease the stress of travel for 
your pet is to make sure it becomes familiar with its kennel 
prior to travel.  Also, verify that your pet can stand, sit erect, 
turn around, and lay inside the crate without touching the top 
of the crate.

Time it takes to check in - Shipping a pet requires dropping 
it off at a cargo location at least three to four hours before 
departure time to allow sufficient time to complete all inspec-
tions and acceptance procedures.    
Getting your dog on that plane - Before leaving for the air-
port, ask the airline what their procedures are if the pet is lost 
or isn’t on the original flight.  When you board the plane, tell 
the flight crew that you are traveling with your pet, and that 
you will need confirmation that the dog is on the plane before 
you take your seat.  

Food Restrictions for Dogs
If you have brought your pet along or you are staying home, 
chances are you have some wonderful dishes that will be 
served, and there might be a temptation to sneak a bit of food 
to any of the dogs under the table.  However, not all “people” 
food is acceptable for dogs to eat.  There are some foods which 
are toxic, and could even cause death.  These include: Alco-
hol, raw eggs, Avocados, coffee, dairy, candy, mushrooms, 
chocolate, onions, fish, grapes, and yeast dough.

If your dog is a counter surfer or beggar, here are some tips to 
help keep your dog safe from some toxic foods.
• Don’t ever give food from the counter to the dog.  

• Put up a gate in the kitchen doorway.

• Make sure no food is accessible on the counter.

• Don’t feed dogs their meals in the kitchen.

• The dog should only be fed after the owners have finished 
eating.

• Never feed the dog while you are eating.  

Laura Miller is the founder and owner of Creature Comfort Pet 
Services which provides a variety of pet services including:  pet 
boarding, and certified services for dog training, equine mas-
sage, and dog massage.  Laura also creates educational con-
tent through blogs, newsletters, and articles with publication 
partners. More information about these topics can be found on 
current and future blog topics at:  http://creaturecomfortpetser-
vices.com/blog/ 
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Make Boating a Part of 
Your Life... The Easy Way

East & West of the ICW at Beach Blvd.    Palm Cove Marina & Beach Marine     Jacksonville Beach, Florida 32250

© 2015 JaxBC, LLC. All boats in the Fleet are owned by JaxBC, LLC and reserved for the exclusive use of our members

Make boating a part of your life the easy way.  Please contact our Director of 
Business Development at 904.477.9794 for information on our individual, family or 

corporate memberships and visit us at jaxboatclub.com.

Jacksonville Boat Club can provide you with an exclusive fleet of boats to enjoy 
the boating lifestyle without the high cost and hassle of owning your own boat.

It’s much more cost-effective
You can choose from our several different types of boats to suit your needs - from 
deck boats to twin cabin express yachts
You don’t have to clean the boats after you use them or keep them maintained – 
so you have no drain on your time or your cash.
No loan payments.
No insurance payments.
No storage fees.
No towing – or waiting in line at the ramp.
Our exclusive valet service (including water toys and  and ski vests) removes all 
the frustration and aggravation so you and your guests can fully enjoy your day 
on the water.
Membership includes using the express yachts for overnight stays for romantic 
getaways and family outings.

Being a member of our club gives you many advantages
 over owning your own boat:


